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House approved a rule that would allow
any Member to add an amendment to
spending bills to cut Federal jobs and
lower the pay of workers.

These workers shouldn’t be unfairly
singled out on the House floor. This is
not the way to do business. Having
worked in the private sector, you
would never see a successful employer
treat their employees with the dis-
respect that Congress treats the Fed-
eral workforce.

It is time to tell everyone at that
shipyard, at the park, at the VA, and
all Federal workers in my region and
throughout this country that Congress
respects and honors the work that they
do. It is time to do away with this rule.

—————
SMART BORDER ACT

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
have traveled to the southern border
dozens of times over the years, and the
problem is always the same. The people
who defend our border—really, defend
our country—do the best they can with
what they have got, but they are
outmanned, outgunned, and
outfinanced by the drug cartels and the
people coming across from the other
side.

The continued failure to protect our
border threatens our national security
and the sovereignty of America. The
reality is that the majority of the
southern border territory is controlled
by someone other than the United
States. Why? Because there is no work-
able plan. Also, there is no moral will
by this administration to protect our
border.

My bill, the SMART Border Act, out-
lines a robust border protection strat-
egy that includes achieving operational
control of the border within 1 year,
provides smart border technology, and
mandates more boots on the ground,
including 10,000 National Guard troops
at the request of the four border State
Governors.

Mr. Speaker, we must have the moral
will to protect our borders. All types of
people are crossing the border into the
United States illegally—the good, the
bad, and the ugly—and those days need
to end. No one should come into Amer-
ica without America’s permission.

And that is just the way it is.

————
ACA AND WOMEN

(Ms. DELBENE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, at this
very moment, House and Senate lead-
ers are working on a dangerous plan to
dismantle the Affordable Care Act and
strip more than 20 million Americans
of their health insurance. And if they
succeed, it will have devastating con-
sequences for our constituents, par-
ticularly women.
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Repealing the ACA means allowing
insurance companies to charge women
more, simply for being a woman; en-
dangering access to care for 65 million
women with preexisting conditions;
and stripping more than 55 million
women of free preventative care, like
birth control and cancer screenings.

It is easy to forget how broken the
system was before the Affordable Care
Act. But make no mistake: disman-
tling it now means being a woman will
once again be treated as a preexisting
condition. It will mean fewer options,
less access, and higher costs for tens of
millions of women.

We should be building on the progress
we have made, not turning back the
clock. Women deserve better.
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MEDIA SHOULDN'T DECIDE WHAT
IS FAKE

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
you may have heard about this new
phenomenon called fake news. Fake
news usually consists of false and
made-up stories. Actually, it is not new
and it has been around as long as there
have been media.

What is new is that a few liberal
media organizations are going to label
news stories suspect if they feel the
stories are not true. This should be of
great concern to anyone who believes
in free speech.

It works this way: nearly half of all
Americans get information from
Facebook. Facebook has now decided
to let liberal media like ABC News and
the Associated Press determine wheth-
er news is fake or not. This represents
the liberal mindset that the media
know better than the American people
what is good for them.

A better idea is to trust the Amer-
ican people and let them determine
what is real news and what is not. The
American people will learn to discern
the good from the bad if the media
stops telling them what to think.

————

SAVING THE AFFORDABLE CARE
ACT

(Ms. McCOLLUM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise in support of the Affordable Care
Act, a law that has made a real dif-
ference in the lives of Minnesotans and
Americans.

After 7 years of attacking the ACA,
Republicans still have not come up
with a plan to replace this law. In-
stead, they plan to work with Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump to repeal the
law and destroy the progress we have
made.

Repealing the ACA would leave tens
of millions of Americans uninsured.
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Repealing the ACA would let insurance
companies deny coverage to more than
2 million Minnesotans with preexisting
conditions. Repealing the ACA would
eliminate free, high-quality preventive
health care for hundreds of thousands
of families in my district. Make no
mistake, Republicans’ ACA repeal
plans would turn back the clock, leav-
ing millions of Americans just one ill-
ness away from bankruptcy.

For the sake of Minnesotans and all
Americans who have benefited from
this law, join me in fighting to save the
Affordable Care Act.

———

SUPPORT THE REINS ACT

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, as the House is set to
begin debate on H.R. 26, the Regula-
tions from the Executive in Need of
Scrutiny Act, commonly referred to as
the REINS Act, as a cosponsor of this
bill, I rise to express my strong support
for its passage.

This bill requires that any Federal
regulation with a significant economic
impact be subject to an up-or-down
vote in both Chambers of Congress.
Currently, the President has the power
to implement regulations over execu-
tive agencies on a broad basis with lit-
tle congressional consent.

The balance of power in Washington
has often shifted increasingly toward
the executive branch. This enables ex-
ecutive agencies to create regulations
that Congress would never have ap-
proved. The pace and volume of Fed-
eral regulations and rules are increas-
ing. In 2016 alone, the Obama adminis-
tration broke all records in printing
more than 97,000 pages and by issuing
more than 3,800 rules and regulations
in the Federal Register.

Unfortunately, the bureaucracy has
been empowered to create punitive reg-
ulations rather than promoting col-
laborative efforts with States, busi-
nesses, and the average citizen. Mr.
Speaker, I encourage each of my col-
leagues to think of the American peo-
ple and vote ‘‘yes” on the REINS Act.

————

REDUCING GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, a lit-
tle over a month ago, I attended the fu-
neral of Javon Wilson. Javon was the
grandson of my good friend, Congress-
man DANNY DAVIS, and he was just 15
years old when he was shot and killed
in Chicago.

At the funeral, Javon’s best friend re-
membered their talks. “We were going
to be the ones that never died . . . if we
get shot, we were never going to die,”
he said.

No child should grow up in a world
where gun violence is so common that
this talk seems normal.
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This week, we turn the page to a new
Congress. There is no reason that com-
monsense measures like universal
background checks, making gun traf-
ficking a Federal crime, and rein-
stating the ban on military-style as-
sault weapons should fall victim to
partisan gridlock.

Together, we have the opportunity to
save lives and make our communities
safer. This is a priority for me and my
constituents, and I look forward to
working with my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to make progress on
reducing gun violence and building a
safer future for all our children.

SUPPORTING OUR NATION’S
VETERANS

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, as the
115th Congress kicks off this week, I re-
main committed to supporting our Na-
tion’s veterans. We made some good
progress last year, but there is still
much more work to be done.

While our military spends over 6
months preparing soldiers for assign-
ment, we only spend 5 days preparing
them to reintegrate to civilian life. I
will be making it a priority to ensure
veterans have a robust transition and
support system for returning home.

We also must bring greater account-
ability and transparency to the VA. If
a VA employee fails to do their duty to
care for our Nation’s heroes, they
should be swiftly terminated. We need
to turn around the culture of medioc-
rity at the agency. I look forward to
working with Chairman ROE and my
colleagues on the House Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs this year to stand up
for our men and women in uniform.

————
COOL SCIENCE TOPICS

(Mr. MCcCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to continue a series of 1-minute speech-
es on cool science topics. Today I rec-
ognize the work of scientists working
in the McMurdo Dry Valleys of Antarc-
tica to develop geological metal maps.
Researchers developed a three-dimen-
sional electronic mapping system that
is being used to detect large precious
metal deposits in the United States.

With funding from NSF, researchers
mapped out the Nokomis deposit in
northern Minnesota, which is esti-
mated to contain 10 billion pounds of
copper, 3.1 billion pounds of nickel, 4
million ounces of platinum, 9 million
ounces of palladium, and 2 million
ounces of gold. The value of these
metal deposits will more than pay for
the science investment to develop this
technology.

Congress should support research
that furthers the understanding of our
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incredible universe, the

ground beneath our feet.

including

HONORING THE LIFE OF A.
WARREN KULP

(Mr. THOMAS J. ROONEY of Florida
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. THOMAS J. ROONEY of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the
life of A. Warren Kulp, Jr., better
known as Sonny, who passed away on
New Year’s Eve in West Palm Beach at
the age of 81.

Sonny’s life was the American Dream
personified. After graduating from
Hilltown High School in Pennsylvania
in 1953, he worked as a self-employed
dairy farmer for most of his life. He
also earned his real estate license and
worked as the head of the real estate
department for 8 years in Bucks Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania. After moving to
Florida with his wife, Judy, he worked
at the Palm Beach Kennel Club until
his retirement in 2007.

Outside of work, Sonny pursued
many different interests. He was a
loyal, lifelong Republican and served
as an officer and committee chairman
for the Pennridge Republican Club in
Pennsylvania. He was a consummate
grassroots advocate and always could
be relied upon for sound advice on both
politics and sports.

Mr. Speaker, our thoughts and pray-
ers are with Judy and the Kulp family
and the entire community as they
mourn his passing today. He will be
greatly missed.

———

REPEALING THE ACA IS
UNACCEPTABLE

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in opposition to
the majority’s efforts to repeal the Af-
fordable Care Act and make America
sick again.

It is atrocious that Republicans in-
tend to repeal ObamaCare without any
plan for replacement. It is barbaric to
take health care away from 30 million
Americans. It is cruel and disgraceful
to go back to the dark times when
there were annual and lifetime limits
on care for all Americans. It is gutless
to repeal the law that protected breast
cancer survivors like me and up to 129
million Americans with preexisting
conditions. It is fraudulent to tell the
American people that we can keep pop-
ular provisions like that one without
any mechanism to share risk to keep
health care affordable.

It is greedy to give insurance and
drug companies billions of dollars in
tax breaks but cut funding for Med-
icaid expansion. It is heartless to take
away free preventive services like can-
cer screenings from 55 million Ameri-
cans, particularly seniors and people
with disabilities in Medicare. It is inde-
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fensible to roll back the $23.5 billion in
prescription drug savings realized by
seniors on Medicare in the donut hole.

It is past time—long past time—that
my Republican colleagues understand
from A to Z that repeal is unacceptable
and a disaster waiting to happen.

LET’S GET TO WORK ON
OBAMACARE

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people gave my party control of
the entire Congress and the White
House because of the promise-breaking,
job-killing bill known as ObamaCare,
the craziest thing in the whole world,
according to President Bill Clinton. On
November 8, we were ordered to repeal
ObamaCare, and that is just what we
are going to do.

Fearmongers on the other side are
telling Americans they will lose their
health insurance like that. That will
only happen if we follow their example
and pass a bill that becomes law before
we have the time to read it. House Re-
publicans will take time to listen to
doctors, nurses, hospitals, patients, the
American people to give them the
health care they deserve at a lower
cost, higher quality with the doctor of
their choice. We have our orders. It is
time to go to work.

———
PROTECTING THE ACA

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, the Affordable Care Act is not a
matter of politics. It is a matter of life
or death for the people back home. In
the San Diego region, repeal of the
ACA would mean nearly 300,000 people
could lose access to health care.

I heard from one constituent just
this week who was diagnosed with an
autoimmune disease where the rheu-
matoid arthritis is not just attacking
her joints, but her organs as well. She
needs a double lung transplant to stay
alive. Her T7-year-old son, she writes
me, tells her, “Mommy, I'm scared. I
hope you get your new balloons soon.”
She lives with the anxiety and the fear
of how the repeal of the ACA may af-
fect her treatment every day because
of her preexisting condition.

I implore my Republican colleagues
to remember the people that this deci-
sion will impact. The effect of this re-
peal has much more important con-
sequences than politics. Let’s not be
responsible for any child who sees a
mother suffer or even lose her life
without the treatment she needs.

———

OUR NEW ADMINISTRATION WILL
SUPPORT ISRAEL

(Mrs. WAGNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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